Poetry Comprehension
‘If all the world were paper’ by Joseph Coelho

1) [image: Screen Clipping]Tick why you think the character from the poem wants to wrap his sister in bubble wrap. Tick one answer.

Because she’s annoying ____
To keep her safe ____
To keep her quiet ____
Because she’s cold ____
[image: Screen Clipping]
2) How do we know that the character likes their Gran?
________________________________________________________________________________


3) [image: Screen Clipping]Find three verbs from the first stanza that you can ‘do’ to paper. 



[image: Screen Clipping]
4) What homophone is used in the first stanza?


5) “and flush the harrowing chapters down an ink gurgling well.”
What does the word harrowing mean in this line of the poem? Circle the two most likely answers.
[image: Screen Clipping]
Happy                    Long                      Short                     Scary                  Distressing
[image: Screen Clipping]
6) What does the writer say he will do with the post-it notes? 
_________________________________________________________________________________



7) Complete these lines of the poem by filling in the gaps.
[image: Screen Clipping]
Christmas _________ foil and __________ cards would follow you to school.
Nightmares would be ____________ _____________
__________ ____________ would be post-it notes.

8) [image: Screen Clipping]If the world was made of paper, how could we stop arguments before they get too big, according to the poet?
_________________________________________________________________________________



9) If the world was made of paper, what could we do to our houses if we wanted to start all over again? Circle your answer.
[image: Screen Clipping]
rub it out                 cover it with cellotape               Rip it away                 cover it with tipex

10) [image: Screen Clipping]“I would place his younger days in a zoetrope”
Why do you think the character from the poem wants to do this? Tick two likely answers.

So he can bring his grandfather’s stories alive                                          _____
So he can sing along to songs                                                                       _____
So he can remember his grandmother                                                       _____
So he can discover what his grandfather used to be like                        _____



11) [image: Screen Clipping]Join the boxes to show what the character from the poem says they would do if the world was made of paper.
 
Dreams                                                                would be paper-clipped together                               

Families                                                               would follow you to school
 
Kind deeds                                                          would be braille

Birthday cards                                                    would be post-it notes


12) What would you do if the world was made of paper? Use a conjunction in your answer to explain why.
_________________________________________________________________________________


[image: Screen Clipping]
[image: Screen Clipping]
13) Why does the poet write “nightmares would be shopping lists”?
_____________________________________________________

[image: Screen Clipping]
14) What does recycle mean? Tick one answer.

Build something         ________
Re-use something      ________
Steal something         ________
Hide something         ________

15) What message do you think the poet is trying to send in the final stanza?
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
[image: Screen Clipping]_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

[image: Screen Clipping]
16) What is the poet’s name? ________________________________
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Author Choice Questions

Arlo the Author likes to help you to spot examples of ambitious vocabulary
and figurative language, and explain how these words/phrases add to the
meaning of the text.

2g: Identify/explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases.
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Vocabulary Questions
Vocabulary Victor is there to help you work out the meaning of unknown
words and phrases using context clues.

2a: Give / explain the meaning of words in context.
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Retrieval Questions
Rex Retriever is there to help you to go into a text and just simply retrieve

the facts and key details.

2b: Retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction and non-fiction.
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Summary Questions
Summarising Sheba is there to remind you to summarise the main point(s)
or main event(s) of a paragraph or text.

2c: Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph.
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Compare, Contrast & Comment Questions
Cassie the Commentator discusses the content of a paragraph/text and
compares events and characters. Can you do the same?

2f: Identify/explain how information/narrative content is related and contributes to meaning

as a whole.

2h: Make comparisons within the text.
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Summary Questions
Summarising Sheba s there to remind you to summarise the main point(s)
or main event(s) of a paragraph or text.

2c: Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph.
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Compare, Contrast & Comment Questions
Cassie the Commentator discusses the content of a paragraph/text and
compares events and characters. Can you do the same?

2: Identify/explain how information/narrative content is related and contributes to meaning
as a whole.

2h: Make comparisons within the text.
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Compare, Contrast & Comment Questions
Cassie the Commentator discusses the content of a paragraph/text and
compares events and characters. Can you do the same?

24: Identify/explain how information/narrative content s related and contributes to meaning
as a whole.

2h: Make comparisons within the text.
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Inference Questions
Inference Iggy will help you hunt for clues in a text about how someone
might be feeling or why something is happening.

2d: Make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences with evidence from the Lext.





