
 

 

 

 

 

  

The Holocaust 

The Holocaust was a period in history at the time of World War Two (1939-1945), when 

millions of Jews were murdered because of who they were. The killings were organised by 

Germany's Nazi party, led by Adolf Hitler. Jews were the main target of the Nazis, and the 

greatest number of victims were Jewish. Nearly seven out of every 10 Jews in Europe were 

murdered because of their identity. The Nazis also killed other groups of people, including 

Roma ('gypsies') and disabled people. They also arrested and took away the rights of other 

groups, like gay people and political opponents. Many of them died as a result of their 

treatment. The Holocaust was an example of genocide. Genocide is deliberately killing a large 

group of people, usually because they are a certain nationality, race or religion. The Nazi 

party was a political party in Germany established in 1919 in the aftermath of World War 

One. 

1) Which person led the killings? (Retrieval) 

2) Which other groups, apart from Jews, did the Nazi party target? (Retrieval) 

3) Why do you think they took away the rights of their political opponents? (Explain) 

4) What is ‘genocide’? (Vocabulary)  

5) What party was Adolf Hitler part of? (Retrieval) 

6) What does the word ‘established’ mean? (Vocabulary) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/45966335
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/45966335


 

 

 

 

Safer Internet Day 2020 

Over the years, Safer Internet Day (SID) has become a landmark event in the online safety 

calendar. Safer Internet Day has grown beyond its traditional geographic zone and is now 

celebrated in approximately 150 countries worldwide. From cyberbullying to social 

networking, each year Safer Internet Day aims to raise awareness of emerging online issues 

and chooses a topic reflecting current concerns. The day offers the opportunity to highlight 

positive uses of technology and to explore the role we all play in helping to create a better 

and safer online community. It calls upon young people, parents, carers, teachers, social 

workers, law enforcement, companies, policymakers, and wider, to join together in helping to 

create a better internet. As a result of this collective action, Safer Internet Day 2019 

reached 46% of young people aged 8-17 and 26% of parents in the UK. 
 

1) What does it mean if it’s a ‘landmark event’? (Explain) 

2) How many countries celebrate ‘Safer Internet Day’? (Retrieval) 

3) Find and copy one emerging online issue. (Retrieval) 

4) What does Safer Internet Day aim to raise? (Retrieval) 

4) Do you think Safer Internet Day is important? (Explain)  

5) What does ‘law enforcement’ mean? (Vocabulary) 

6) What percentage of young people did Safer Internet Day 2019 reach? (Retrieval) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2019/impact-safer-internet-day-2019


 

 

 

  

Treaty of Versailles 

The Treaty of Versailles was a peace treaty between the six nations. 

France, Germany, Britain, Austria-Hungary, Japan and the United States after World War 1.. 

The treaty was made in 1919, but the German government did not participate in it. In fact, 

Germany had the choice between signing it or facing the occupation of Germany by Allied 

troops. This was known as a diktat Frieden. This angered the German people as they believed 

that they did not start the war. 

The French made the Treaty unfavourable for the Germans so that Germany would not be 

able to start a new war. Thus, Germany had to reduce its armed forces from 6 million to 

100,000 men, and get rid of its submarines, military aircraft and most of their artillery, such 

as cannons. Their Navy battleships were limited to only six small ones. Germany also had to 

give back French territories it had occupied, as well as large territories of its own to Poland, 

for instance, and all of its colonies.  
 

1) When was the treaty made? (Retrieval) 

2) Why do you think they agreed a ‘peace treaty’? (Inference) 

3) What does it mean if a country is ‘occupied’? (Vocabulary) 

4) Why did the treaty ‘anger’ German people? (Retrieval) 

5) Explain how the French made the treaty ‘unfavourable’. (Explain) 

6) What did Germany have to give back to the French? (Retrieval) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Peace_treaty
https://kids.kiddle.co/France
https://kids.kiddle.co/Germany
https://kids.kiddle.co/Britain
https://kids.kiddle.co/Austria-Hungary
https://kids.kiddle.co/Empire_of_Japan
https://kids.kiddle.co/United_States
https://kids.kiddle.co/Treaty
https://kids.kiddle.co/
https://kids.kiddle.co/Submarine
https://kids.kiddle.co/Artillery
https://kids.kiddle.co/Battleship
https://kids.kiddle.co/Colony


 

 

 

 

  

Children Mental Health Awareness Week 2020 

The next Children’s Mental Health Week will take place 3-9 February 2020.  

Place2Be launched the first ever Children’s Mental Health Week in 2015 to shine a spotlight 

on the importance of children and young people’s mental health. Now in its sixth year, we 

hope to encourage more people than ever to get involved and spread the word. 

Schools, youth groups, organisations and individuals across the UK will take part in Children’s 

Mental Health Week. This year’s theme is Find your Brave.  

Bravery comes in all shapes and sizes and is different for everyone. Bravery can be about 

sharing worries and asking for help, trying something new or pushing yourself outside your 

comfort zone. Finding your Brave can build your confidence, self-esteem and make you feel 

good about yourself.  

Life often throws challenges our way. Bravery isn’t about coping alone or holding things in. 

It’s about finding positive ways to deal with things that might be difficult, overcoming 

physical and mental challenges and looking after yourself. 

1) What year was the first Children’s Mental Health Week? (Retrieval) 

2) Why did they launch Children’s Mental Health Week? (Retrieval) 

3) What does it mean if you ‘encourage’ someone? (Vocabulary) 

4) Find and copy the three things Finding your brave can build. (Retrieval) 

5) What does it mean if you do something ‘out of your comfort zone’? (Explain) 

6) Why do you think bravery ISN’T about ‘coping alone’? (Explain) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

World Book Day 2020 Launch 

Announcement 

On the morning of Monday 23rd September we were thrilled to announce the fabulous range 

of 15 new £1 books for World Book Day 2020 at The Bookseller’s Children’s Conference in 

London. And we were joined by four of the authors themselves for a chat about what World 

Book Day means to them. 

Our very own Kirsten Grant, Director of World Book Day, gave a speech to a packed crowd of 

professionals from children’s publishing, talking about the positive impact of World Book 

Day, the essential role reading for pleasure and sharing stories play in a child’s life and the 

campaign for 2020, focused around our ambitious plan to Share A Million Stories. 

The books: 

Pete Selby, Head of Books for WHSmith, then took to the stage and introduced our panel of 

authors, all of whom have written special edition books for World Book Day 2020: 

Matt Haig, author of Evie in the Jungle 

Onjali Rauf, author of The Day We Met the Queen 

Matthew Syed, author of My Awesome Guide to Getting Good At Stuff 

Robin Stevens, author of The Case of the Drowned Pearl 

During the panel discussion, Matt Haig said, “I’m a massive advocate of reading for pleasure. 

The fact that it’s just there at the centre of the universe is just brilliant.” While Robin 

Stevens added, “This list is so interesting and diverse and I know kids will find a book they 

really love.” 

1) Find and copy a subheading from the text. (Retrieval) 

2) What does it mean if you’re an ‘advocate’ for something? (Vocabulary) 

3) What book is Robin Stevens writing for World Book Day? (Retrieval) 

4) What is their ‘ambitious plan’? (Retrieval) 

5) Find and copy a phrase which shows the event was busy. (Inference) 

6) What do you think ‘reading for pleasure’ means? (Vocabulary) 

 

 

https://www.worldbookday.com/books/
https://www.worldbookday.com/2019/09/share-a-million-stories/


 

 

 

  

 

Six Nations Rugby 

The Six Nations is a rugby competition where England, Wales, Scotland, France, Italy and 

Ireland compete to find out who is the best team.  

All about Rugby 

A rugby team has 15 players. Matches last for 80 minutes and there are different ways of 

scoring. A try is worth 5 points, a conversion is worth 2 points and a penalty is worth 3 

points. 

Key information 

England hold the record for the most wins with 28. Since the Six Nations era started in 

2000, only Italy and Scotland have failed to win the Six Nations title. 

The tournament begins on the first weekend in February and ends with ‘Super Saturday’ on 

the second or third Saturday in March. The format of the Championship is simple: each team 

plays every other team once (making a total of 15 matches). 

A team that wins all its games wins the 'Grand Slam'. 

 

1) Find and copy a subheading from the text. (Retrieval) 

2) Who holds the record for the most wins? (Retrieval) 

3) What does a team win if they win all their games? (Retrieval) 

4) Why do you think it’s called ‘Super Saturday’? (Inference) 

5) Define ‘compete’. (Vocabulary) 

6) When did the Six Nations era start? (Retrieval) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Slam_(rugby_union)


 

 

 

  

Fairtrade Fortnight 2020 

For two weeks each year thousands of individuals, companies and groups across the UK come 

together to share the stories of the people who grow our food and drinks and who grow the 

cotton in our clothes, people who are often exploited and underpaid. 

Fairtrade Fortnight in 2019 focused on the people - in particular the women - who grow the 

cocoa in our chocolate. £1.86 is the amount a cocoa farmer in West Africa needs to earn 

each day in order to achieve a living income. Currently, a typical cocoa farmer in Cote d’Ivoire 

lives on around 74p a day. Almost all cocoa farmers in West Africa live in poverty.   

For the women the situation is even worse. They may plant and harvest on the farm, look 

after children, carry water, collect wood, cook and clean for the family, and transport the 

cocoa beans to market but often with fewer rights than men.  

This is why we at Fairtrade are campaigning for a living income to become a reality for cocoa 

farmers in West Africa. If we can work together with governments, chocolate companies and 

retailers to make the commitments and policies necessary, then we can make it happen.  

 

1) Define ‘exploited’. (Vocabulary) 

2) How much does a cocoa farmer need to earn to achieve a living income? (Retrieval) 

3) What does it mean if you ‘live in poverty’? (Explain) 

4) Find and copy the two things women do on the farm. (Retrieval)  

5) What does the word ‘campaigning’ mean? (Vocabulary) 

6) Find and copy three groups of people Fairtrade want to work together with. 

(Retrieval) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

St David’s Day 

Saint David was a Celtic monk, abbot and bishop who died in AD 589. His mother was Saint 

Non and his father was King of Ceredigion. He spread the word of Christianity throughout 

Wales. It is believed that he went on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, where he was made an 

archbishop. Saint David was famous for the miracles he performed. One day, he caused the 

ground to rise beneath him so everyone could see and hear him. 

St David’s Day is commemorated by the wearing of daffodils or leeks. One version is that 

Saint David advised the Britons, on the eve of a battle with the Saxons, to wear leeks in 

their caps so that they could easily distinguish friend from foe. This apparently helped to 

secure a great victory. 

1) What did Saint David ‘spread’? (Retrieval) 

2) Define ‘commemorated’. (Vocabulary) 

3) Where did Saint David go on a pilgrimage to? (Retrieval) 

4) What do people do on St David’s Day? (Retrieval) 

5) How did Saint David help the Britons in their battle with the Saxons? (Explain) 

6) Define ‘foe’. (Vocabulary) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

Rationing in World War 2 

Rationing began on 8th January 1940 when bacon, butter and sugar were rationed. By 1942 

many other foodstuffs, including meat, milk, cheese, eggs and cooking fat were also ‘on the 

ration’. 

Those who produced their own food were able to have that little bit extra. You might be 

wondering how this was even possible. 

Rationing was a means of ensuring the fair distribution of food and commodities when they 

were scarce. It began after the start of WW2 with petrol and later included other goods 

such as butter, sugar and bacon. Eventually, most foods were covered by the rationing 

system with the exception of fruit and vegetables.  

1) What foods were rationed first? (Retrieval) 

2) What was ‘rationing’? (Vocabulary) 

3) Why do you think food was ‘rationed’? (Inference) 

4) Who was able to have that ‘little bit extra’? (Retrieval) 

4) Define ‘scarce’. (Vocabulary) 

5) What did they ration first at the start of WW2? (Retrieval) 

6) What was not covered by the rationing system? (Retrieval) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

World Cancer Day 2020 

World Cancer Day every 4 February is the global uniting initiative led by the Union for 

International Cancer Control (UICC). By raising worldwide awareness, 

improving education and pushing for personal, collective and government action, we're 

working together to reimagine a world where millions of preventable cancer deaths are saved 

and access to life-saving cancer treatment and care is equal for all - no matter who you are 

or where you live.  

This year's World Cancer Day's theme, 'I Am and I Will', is all about you and your 

commitment to act. We believe that through our positive actions, together we can reach the 

target of reducing the number of premature deaths from cancer. 

1) What is ‘World Cancer Day’? (Retrieval) 

2) Who are the UICC? (Retrieval) 

3) What does it mean if the day is ‘globally uniting’? (Vocabulary) 

4) What do they want to be ‘equal for all’? (Retrieval) 

4) Do you think World Cancer Day is a good idea? (Explain) 

5) When is World Cancer Day? (Retrieval) 

6) Find and copy a word which means the same as ‘rethink’. (Vocabulary) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.uicc.org/
http://www.uicc.org/


 

 

 

 

 

  

Greta Thunberg 

. Greta Thunberg has started an international youth movement against climate change. The 

Swedish teenager first staged a "School Strike for Climate" in front of the Swedish 

Parliament in August last year. She continued to gain international attention after speaking 

at the U.N. Climate Talks in Poland last December. Her strike has inspired students from 

around the world, leading tens of thousands of students from Germany, Japan, the UK, 

Australia and many more to join her #FridaysforFuture demonstrations. 

Greta said “I can’t vote, so this is one of the ways I can make my voice heard.” 

1) Find and copy a phrase which shows Greta is young. (Inference) 

2) Where did Greta Thunberg stage her protest? (Retrieval) 

3) Where were the U.N Climate Talks? (Retrieval) 

4) What does it mean if you ‘inspire’ someone? (Vocabulary) 

4) Why is campaigning important to Greta? (Inference) 

5) What does it mean to ‘gain international attention’? (Explain) 

6) What do you think they do at #FridaysForFuture demonstrations? (Predict) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Michelle Obama 

. Michelle LaVaughn Robinson Obama (born January 17, 1964) is the former First Lady of the 

United States and the wife of the 44th president of the U.S., Barack Obama. She is the 

first African American First Lady of the United States. As with many First Ladies, Mrs. 

Obama has worked as a spokesperson for a cause. The cause she supports is 

better nutrition and exercise for children. She has done work with the Disney 

Channel and Nickelodeon to support this cause. 

She and Barack Obama were married on October 3, 1992, and they have two children, Malia 

(born July 4, 1998) and Sasha (born June 10, 2001). 

 

1) Find and copy a word which shows Michelle Obama is not the First Lady anymore. 

(Vocabulary) 

2) How did Michelle Obama make history? (Inference) 

3) Define ‘spokesperson’. (Vocabulary) 

4) What cause does Michelle Obama support? (Retrieval) 

5) Do you think this cause is important? Why? (Explain) 

6) When did they marry? (Retrieval) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://kids.kiddle.co/First_Lady_of_the_United_States
https://kids.kiddle.co/First_Lady_of_the_United_States
https://kids.kiddle.co/President_of_the_United_States
https://kids.kiddle.co/Barack_Obama
https://kids.kiddle.co/First_Lady_of_the_United_States
https://kids.kiddle.co/Spokesperson
https://kids.kiddle.co/
https://kids.kiddle.co/Nutrition
https://kids.kiddle.co/Exercise
https://kids.kiddle.co/Disney_Channel
https://kids.kiddle.co/Disney_Channel
https://kids.kiddle.co/Nickelodeon
https://kids.kiddle.co/Barack_Obama


 

 

 

 

  

Martin Luther King 

Martin Luther King Jr was an American campaigner for the fair and equal treatment of all 

people and an end to racial discrimination. He was a brilliant and brave man and a brilliant 

speaker. He was the youngest-ever person to win the Nobel Peace Prize. 

 

The southern United States where Martin Luther King was born commonly treated black 

people as being inferior to white people. As a result the condition of black people in those 

states was poor. Laws aimed at keeping black and white people apart meant that black people 

had poorer living conditions and schooling and had fewer rights than white people. Laws 

treated black people unfairly and prevented nearly all of them from having the vote. 

 
His intelligence, his speechmaking skills, his courage and his insistence on the use of non-

violent means of protest such as marches, sit-ins and boycotts, helped to make civil 

rights the most important issue in American public life by the 1960s.  
 

1) What did Martin Luther King campaign for? (Retrieval) 

2) Why did his Nobel Peace Prize win make history? (Inference) 

3) Why was the southern United States a bad place for him to live? (Inference) 

4) What were black people prevented from doing? (Retrieval) 

5) Find and copy a non-violent protest. (Retrieval) 

6) Define ‘inferior’. (Vocabulary) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Albert Einstein 

Albert Einstein was born in 1879 in Germany. He grew to be one of the most famous and 

clever scientists ever to have lived. Even as a young boy, Einstein showed he had a great mind 

for maths and physics. During his lifetime, Albert Einstein came up with some amazing 

theories about light, matter, gravity, space and time and soon enjoyed world-wide fame! 

Einstein is probably most famous for his ‘theory of relativity’ and the equation he made 

famous, e=mc², which proved that even the smallest amount of mass (basically the stuff 

that’s in everything!) can be turned into a huge amount of energy. 

Einstein lived in Germany during World War 1 but he was a pacifist – this meant he didn’t 

believe in war and violence and wanted disagreements to be settled peacefully. In 1933 he 

moved to the USA. 

 

1) What two subjects did Einstein love as a boy? (Retrieval) 

2) Define ‘theory’. (Vocabulary) 

3) Summarise Einstein in one word. Then, explain why you chose this word. (Summarise) 

4) What theory is he most famous for? (Retrieval) 

5) What did the theory prove? (Retrieval) 

6) What is a ‘pacifist’? (Retrieval) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/gravity
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/world-war-i-and-remembrance-day


 

 

 

 

 

  

Rosa Parks 

It was on the 1 December 1955 that Rosa truly sparked change. After a long day at work, 

Rosa boarded the bus home and took a seat. At that time in Montgomery, seats at the front 

of buses were reserved for white passengers, and the seats at the back for black 

passengers. 

The bus quickly filled up and when a white man boarded, the driver told the African 

American passengers to give up their seats for him. Whilst the other black passengers 

obeyed, Rosa did not. The result? Rosa was arrested by the police and fined for breaking 

segregation laws! But Rosa refused to pay, and argued that it was the law that was wrong, 

not her behaviour. Protesters started campaigning despite backlash from white people. 

Nevertheless, the protesters stuck together and fought for their cause – and on 13 

November 1956 their efforts were finally rewarded. After 381 days of boycotting the 

buses, the Supreme Court ruled that Alabama’s racial segregation laws were 

‘unconstitutional’ – meaning they weren’t valid and should not be recognised. In light of such a 

wonderful victory, Rosa became known as “the mother of the civil rights movement”. 

 

1) Where did Rosa Parks live? (Retrieval) 

2) Explain how Rosa was brave on the bus. (Explain) 

3) Why was Rosa arrested? (Retrieval) 

4) How do you think Rosa felt when she was arrested? (Prediction) 

5) When did the supreme court rule that the segregation laws were unconstitutional? 

(Retrieval) 

6) What did Rosa become known as? (Retrieval) 

 


